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Sample material
 

Text Structure Activities and Student Work
Garfield Elementary School, Kansas

Topic: Improving K-3 Reading Comprehension

Practice: Focus on Text Structure

Dawn Chappelear, a third- and fourth-grade teacher at Garfield 

Elementary School, uses this lesson plan when teaching the compare and 

contrast text structure. It identifies the content and language objectives, 

supplementary materials, key vocabulary words, background knowledge to 

build from, and the lesson sequence.

The final activity in the lesson uses Kagan literacy cards to engage 

students in analyzing text structure. Students learn to use definitions, 

graphic organizers, and a range of text structures in this activity. Included 

are two examples of student work using a Venn diagram during the 

classroom reading activity. Text Structures Signal Words lists key words 

that indicate structures, such as: sequence, cause/effect, compare/

contrast, and description. Students can reference this list as they are 

working on the specific examples in class. 
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Lesson Plan: Text Structure Books 

Dawn Chappelear 
Garfield Elementary 
Date: November 2010  Grade Level: Third/Fourth 

Theme: Text Structure: Compare and Contrast 

Content Objective:  The learner will identify the text structure compare and contrast. 
Language Objective:  The learner will preview and read a variety of texts to write about the text 
structure compare and contrast. 

Supplementary Materials:
 6 page flip books (made from 3 pages of paper folded over) 
 A variety of texts featuring the compare and contrast text structure 
 Text Structure Quiz-Quiz-Trade from Balanced Literacy from Kagan Publishing 
 List of Signal Words 
 Colored Pencils 
 Venn Diagrams 

Key Vocabulary: 
 Text Structure 
 Compare 
 Contrast 

Building Background:
 Review completed sections of flip book 
 Review process 
 Read compare/contrast passage about chimpanzees 

Lesson Sequence: 
Motivation (Building Background): 
Review completed sections of flip book by having students read with their shoulder partner. 
Students will have previously added the definition, signal words and graphic organizers to their flip 
books.

Presentation (Modeling):
Read a compare and contrast passage about Chimpanzees aloud.   
Students come up to the SMARTBoard to highlight signal words in the passage. 

Practice/Application (Meaningful Activities): 
Students should choose a book with their shoulder partner from a tub of compare/contrast books. 
Students will “Rally Table” by working with shoulder partners to complete a Venn Diagram with their 
book.

Review/Assessment (Review objectives and vocabulary): 
Play “Go to Your Corner” with short text structure passage cards.   Use only cards with text 
structures that you have covered in class.
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